
A Letter from the Executive Director

Welcome to PAAIA’s Annual Report for 2024! This year was defined by successes as well as urgency, resilience, and 
meaningful progress. At a moment when Iranian Americans and the Iranian people faced profound challenges—from 
intensifying repression inside Iran to rising discrimination here at home—PAAIA remained steadfast in its mission: to 
educate, advocate, lead, and elect.

This year, our advocacy translated into tangible policy impact. After over a year of sustained bipartisan engagement, the 
Mahsa Amini Human Rights and Security Accountability Act (MAHSA Act) became law in April 2024, codifying sanctions 
against Iran’s top leadership for human rights violations. At the same time, PAAIA played a central role in advancing 
internet freedom for the Iranian people, culminating in the passage of Section 5124 of the FY25 National Defense 
Authorization Act (IRAN Act). Signed into law in December 2024, this landmark provision requires the U.S. government 
develop a comprehensive strategy to counter internet blackouts in Iran, expand access to secure internet freedom 
technologies, and dedicate $30 million in grants to support open and reliable internet access. These victories reflect what 
is possible when principled advocacy meets persistent, bipartisan action.

Education remained a cornerstone of our work. PAAIA continued to serve as the leading source of credible data and 
insight on Iranian American perspectives through:

Nationally recognized public opinion surveys
Congressional and Executive Branch briefings
Community education initiatives
Contributions to the Department of Justice’s conciliation workshop content

Our 2024 survey reaffirmed overwhelming community support for the Woman, Life, Freedom movement and 
underscored the central importance of internet access, human rights, and family unity in U.S.–Iran policy discussions.

Equally important was our investment in the next generation of Iranian American leaders. 2024 marked the third 
anniversary of PAAIA’s Civic Leadership Program, now the largest investment in Iranian American youth in our 
community’s history. From the Farokhzad Civic Leaders Summit and Pezeshkan Capitol Hill Internship Program to the 
launch of the Sarram Service Initiative and expansion of our Civic Leadership Credential, we equipped students and 
professionals across the country with the tools, networks, and confidence to lead with purpose.

We also strengthened Iranian American political participation. Through IAPAC’s bipartisan engagement, we supported 
candidates who understand and champion our community’s priorities. In a historic milestone, Yassamin Ansari became 
the first Iranian American Democrat elected to Congress, a powerful reminder of what representation can achieve.

None of this work happens in isolation. Our Members, donors, partners, and volunteers–who believe in the power of 
civic engagement and principled leadership–make it possible. Your support allows PAAIA to show up on Capitol Hill, in 
the media, and within our communities every single day.

As we look ahead to 2025, our focus remains clear: to protect and implement the policy gains we have secured, expand 
opportunities for Iranian American leadership, and continue standing with the Iranian people in their pursuit of freedom 
and dignity. I am grateful for your partnership and proud of what we are building together.



Sincerely,

Neda Bolourchi, JD, PhDExecutive Director
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